A Word For Your week
December 15, 2014

Run to WIN!
“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one received the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.” I Corinthians 9:24 

Everyone loves a winner. 


But why is it that there are so many losers surrounding us, including some professing Christians, who whine, whimper, complain, bellyache, blame-shift, make excuses, limp along, wimp out and even drop out of the life’s race? 

Choosing to win or lose in life is a choice. You and I choose to either run to win or run to lose.  


In our word for this week, Paul declares and shares how Christians are to run their race in life.  Christian living is a faith race (Hebrews 12:1-3). Christ’s followers are to run and run to win! Personally committed to this truth, Paul says some powerful things in the context of verses 24-27.

· Everyone runs but not everyone wins. Winners receive the prize because they run “in such a way “to win. “In such a way” (repeated in verses 24 and 26) means that there is a way to run that separates winners from losers. 


Christians are anointed to win the faith race. 

· Winning runners exercise self-control in all things. Why? To receive a perishable wreath. The picture is of an Olympic athlete who runs to win the garland wreath that was the gold medal of the day. He trains hard, denies himself sugar filled goodies, goes to bed early, keeps his body fit, trim and ready to run. His primary focus is running in such a way as to cross the finish line first and stand proudly on the winners podium tor receive his award.

Christians run to receive an imperishable wreath. (II Timothy 4:8). 
· God’s winners (faith runners) run with a purpose. A boxer doesn’t enter the ring aimlessly throwing punches at his opponent, hoping to hit him.  On the contrary, he enters the contest purposeful. His goal is to beat up the other guy, not be beaten up by him. He has trained and planned to land punches that will send his adversary crashing to the canvas. His aim is to win…knock out the other boxer. 

Christians run their race to knock out the devil in Jesus’ name! 

The Christian life is a faith race to be run and won! It is a sad fact that many Christians run not to lose instead of running to win. 

Survival, hanging in there, hoping to hold on, is the name of the game for some who confess Christ. Thriving and winning, not surviving and losing is God’s will for His people and why Jesus died on the Cross, rose again from the grave and sent the Holy Spirit to fill His followers. Christians are over-comers, conquerors, victors and winners in Christ. 

Anything less then giving it our all to win our faith race is a mockery of Christ’s sacrifice.
Seven Simples Rules For Running to WIN!

Rule #1. Settle it, be fully persuaded, personally convinced, and not ashamed that you are a winner through faith in Jesus Christ. 


Rule #2. Speak words of a winner. Behave like a winner in every area of your life. No negative talk or loser’s limp for the people of God. 


Rule #3. If you stumble on life’s track, get up and run again. Run to win even if you have scrapes and bruises on your spirit. Cross the finish line bearing the scars of a life lived victoriously for Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Rule #4. Keep your head in the race. Discipline yourself. Determine to not be distracted from running your faith race full out for the glory of God.  


Rule #5. Face your excuses for running poorly. Call them what they are. Own up to them. Reject everything that keeps you from running to win. Shed any baggage and leave losers behind. Wipe the loser label off your forehead and replace it with I am a winner in Christ!

Rule #6. Run with the power and joy of the Holy Spirit. Settle for nothing less than first prize. Look straight ahead to the finish line. Runners who look back lose. Runners who keep focused forward win! 


Rule #7.  Inspire fellow Christian runners to run their race to win because they see you running to win. Pass on the winner’s baton to those following your example.


So your race isn’t going so well. You feel beat up, defeated and struggle to go on.   I am sorry…..but welcome to the human race and the Christian life. Get up! Get out of your depressive, pity-poor-me funk. Shake the dust off. Confess your faith… and run! Run your faith race at God’s pace. Stay on the track. A runner can’t win if they are sitting in the stands as a spectator or nursing their wounds in the locker room.

Whether anyone else chooses to run to win or not, you, like Paul, choose to run to win.  

Are you running to win? If not, repent, receive a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit, and get off your spiritual fanny and RUN TO WIN!!!!!
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.” II Timothy 4:7-8
A Word For Your Week: Run to win because you are a winner in Him! 
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