A Word For Your Week
December 28, 2015
Smile At Your Future

“Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she smiles at the future.”   Proverbs 31:25

2016.

The New Year is upon us.  Happy New Year celebrations will break out at midnight on December 31st. I would like to be one of the first to wish you and your loved ones a blessed, joyful, and prosperous New Year in the Lord. 
Unfortunately, with what is happening in our world today, many people are fearing the future. 

How do you view 2016? What are you thinking about as the calendar moves forward? Do you find yourself fearful or anxious about your future? Are you worried about what tomorrow may bring? Do you frown at the future that awaits you?

God has a better idea for you and me when it comes to facing the future. 

In Proverbs 31:10-31, Solomon describes the woman that God honors. She is a godly woman who has a heart for the things of the Lord. The wisdom writer elevates her as an example for women everywhere to emulate. 

This worthy woman is an “excellent wife” (verse 10-11) whose husband trusts her. She is a wife and mother who “looks well to the ways of her household” (verses 15, 21, 27). She is diligent to take good care of her family and home. She is not afraid of the snow (verse 21). So ladies, don’t worry about winter! She is also an outstanding shopper (verses 13-14). And all the ladies reading this said AMEN! Hey guys, does that mean that shopping is God’s will for women? 
Her exemplary example of godliness results in praise from her God (verse 31), her children (verse 28), her husband (verse 28-29), and her works (verse 31). Her crowning glory is expressed in verse 30. “Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.” 
 The godly woman is ultimately praised for her reverence and respect for God. 

Because this godly woman trusts in the Lord, verse 25 tells us that “she smiles at the future.”  Did you catch that phrase? SHE SMILES AT THE FUTURE. What a refreshing attitude and righteous attribute! Her face beams with a joyful smile when looking forward to her future. 
Charles F. Kettering said “My interest is in the future because I am going to spend the rest of my life there.” Great thought and so true! 

Our future depends on our attitude towards it. 
The Proverbs 31 woman’s attitude is superlative…..she smiles at it. No frown on her face when contemplating tomorrow.  She embraces tomorrow with a smile today. How can she do this? Pretty simple. The godly woman has no fear of the future because she has faith in God. She is confident that her future rests securely in the hands of her Heavenly Father. 
What’s your disposition toward your future? Frown or smile? Is the future a friend or foe? Are you looking forward to tomorrow or wishing it would never come? 

Believing in the future helps us to have hope. Hope is always greater than history. A wise individual once said” The best thing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time.” 
You and I can smile at tomorrow when we release yesterday and rejoice in today. So enjoy today (SMILE!!!) because today is part of your tomorrow. A happy face will help you through today and excite you about tomorrow.   
In Christ, we can SMILE AT THE FUTURE for the following reasons.

1. The future is full of POTENTIAL. Have you ever thought seriously about what tomorrow holds for you as God’s child? WOW! Anything and everything we could ever imagine is waiting for us with each sunrise. Tomorrow has the potential to blow yesterday and today out of the water. Why? Because God is always doing something new!   

* Smile at your future because your future is packed with the potential, power and prosperous blessings of the Kingdom of the Living God!  
2. The future is pregnant with POSSIBILITY. God alone knows what is possible tomorrow. And everything is possible with God. “The things thought impossible with men are possible with God.” (Matthew 19:26). What may seem impossible today can become possible tomorrow. Our faith walk is all about seeing God turn impossibilities into possibilities. If we fear the future we may never discover the abundant blessings God has planned for us. 
* Smile at your future and embrace all the wonderful possibilities within reach of the arm of faith. 

3. The future will fulfill God’s PROMISES. His promises are for a lifetime. In His time, visions and dreams based on His Word of promise do come true! Promises we have stood on for years will come to pass in the days ahead. God always performs what He promises!  
* Smile at your future. In the days ahead you will experience the fulfillment of His Word to you. 

For those who smile at it, the future is a welcome friend. 
Tomorrow is a place to begin again. To apply wisdom gained from past mistakes. An opportunity to develop new friendships and relationships. A place of prosperity and success. A destination where dreams come true. 

Smiling at the future is for both men and women. That’s right fellas, a happy, joyful, optimistic outlook about our future is for us macho men too! If you are frowning today, look to the Lord who loves you. Rest and relax in His presence as He smiles upon you (Zephaniah 3:17). Then plant a Christ-like smile on your countenance. 

Smile, that’s right, smile! Go ahead and smile at your future with a heart and face full of faith. You can be certain God has some wonderful things waiting for you in the days ahead called tomorrow. Trust Him for your future. Pursue your future with expectation and the joy of discovery. 

Will New Year’s Eve find you smiling at 2016?  
“And there is hope for your future declares the Lord…..”   Jeremiah 31:17a
A WORD FOR YOUR WEEK: Smile at your future because God is there.
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