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Victim Or Victorious Vessel?

“Therefore, if a man cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.” II Timothy 2:21

Do you see yourself as a victim or a victor in life? How about those closest to you? Would they say you act like a victim or a victorious person? 
It is an inescapable fact of life: we have all been victimized.  Whether we have victimized ourselves or we have been victimized by others, we can paint “VICTIM” on our foreheads, suck our emotional thumbs, manipulate others to pity us and then lie down in defeat, never to be used in a significant way by the Lord. Or we can decide to be paint “VICTOR” across our forehead and live for the glory of God and the good of men. 

God desires to use each one of His children as victorious vessels (containers or receptacles) of His love and grace. 

In our word for this week, Paul writes to his son in the faith, Timothy, that believers in Christ should be honorable vessels, sanctified and set apart for the Master’s use in every good work.

Paul personally understood the concept of vessel. After Paul’s conversion to Christ, Barnabas was directed by the Lord to go to Paul who had a special calling on his life. Acts 9:15 reads “But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he (Paul) is a chosen vessel of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.” Paul was chosen (handpicked) by God to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Jews and Gentiles (the non-Jewish world).

Zealous and empowered by the Holy Spirit, Paul obeyed the Lord. He joyfully became God’s vessel of grace. His reward for his effort: victimized by both Jews and Gentiles. Everywhere he went on his missionary journeys, Paul was persecuted for his faith. He was continually victimized by those he preached to in Christ’s name. 
Though victimized, Paul refused to become a victim. While he often suffered for Christ’s sake, Paul never lost sight of being God’s vessel. 
We don’t read of Paul sucking his spiritual thumb, crying woe is me, or seeking sympathy and pity from others. He stood steadfast, full of faith, as a holy, healthy, joyful, Spirit-filled vessel that God could use for His glory. 

What do you do when someone victimizes you? As I said earlier, all of us are victims at one time or another. Some victimization is self-inflicted while some is other inflicted. Regardless of the source, when victimized, we are faced with a choice: to be victims or victorious vessels. 
How To Be A Victorious Vessel
· Admit, stop denying that you play the victim card.

· Study God’s Word about being a victorious vessel through faith in Christ. 

· Keep your eyes on Jesus who is our example of being a victorious victim. 

· Slam the door on self-pity. Shut and bolt the on door on poor me.

· Sincerely forgive those who have victimized you. Forgive yourself too. 
· Pray for God to bless those who have hurt you. 

· Spend time with victorious Christians who have overcome victimization. 

· Thank God every day you are not a helpless victim, but a victorious vessel.  

If you are a Christian who desires to reach lost people for Christ, think about this for a moment. Victims can never reach anyone for Christ. Our world overpopulated is with victims. The victim mentality is evident everywhere. No matter where you go someone is screaming “I am a victim”. There is often legitimate cause for people to feel like victims. But to be victimized and stay stuck in the muck of Victimville is sad and will never secure success.  

Victims will not be reached by victims because victims are not victorious.  A victim trying to reach a victim is like a drunk being consoled by a drunk.  

But victims can be reached by victorious victims who choose to be vessels of God. Hurting people need you and me to show them the way to victory over being victimized. Having overcome victimization and walking victoriously, God’s vessels can show victims the way to victory through Christ.

I am sincerely sorry if you have been victimized and feel like a victim. I have been hurt and tempted to play the part of the victim. Then I thought of Jesus. No one was more victimized than God’s Son. And yet, while hanging on that cruel cross, Jesus chose to be God’s vessel. Instead of eliciting empathy and pity, He chose to forgive those who victimized Him.
My greatest pains in life have produced my greatest gains. Being victimized has driven me to the One who transforms victims into victors! 

I believe most people don’t really want to be victims. They just hurt so much that they aren’t sure how to find the way out of their pain. That’s where God’s victorious vessels come in. We can help people in pain find their way to the One who took their pain. 
 My fellow Christians, this is a great day for reaching out to hurting people with the love of Christ. Life’s victims are looking for God’s vessels to show them the way to victory!
“But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  









       Romans 8:37-39
A Word For Your Week: “V” for victim or “V” for victory is our choice. 
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